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Dear Islanders’ Students and Parents,

The teachers of the Islanders' Team would like to welcome you to the 2009-2010 school year at Hickory Middle School. We look forward to getting to know you, and we look forward to a challenging, yet rewarding year.

We believe that parents play a critical role in the education of our students. We encourage parents to assume an active role in their child's education by checking his/her planner regularly, providing a designated time and space for completion of homework and studies, keeping informed of grade report dates (interim and report card), participating in school activities (field trips, class activity days, Jamboree, etc.), and establishing positive relationships with their child's teachers. 

Our team has established a uniform set of rules and procedures, which will help to ensure safety and a suitable learning environment for all students on our team. Please take a moment to review the information provided in the handbook with your child.

We are committed to maintaining open lines of communication with the families of our students. The student planner, weekly Edline updates, and team e-letters will keep you informed of your child's assignments and progress. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at 421-0468 or by email. If you wish to schedule a conference, please contact your child's guidance counselor or any team teacher. 

We look forward to a successful and enjoyable school year. 

~The Islanders Team Teachers

The Islanders’ Wish List

2009-2010
[image: image6.wmf]Contributions of any of the following items would be greatly appreciated:


Treats (small snack size candy)

Kleenex

Lysol/Clorox Wipes 

Baby Wipes

Paper Towels

Glue Sticks

Pencils

	Daily Schedule

Lockers
8:45 - 8:50

Homeroom
8:50 - 9:00

Bell 1
9:00 - 9:45

Bell 2
9:50 - 10:35

Lockers

Bell 3
10:40 - 11:25

Bell 4
11:30 - 12:15

Lockers


Bell 5
12:20 - 1:10

Lunch
1:15 - 1:45

Bell 6
1:50 - 2:35

Bell 7
2:40 - 3:28

Lockers


	Important Dates
1st Quarter

October 16, 2009
School-wide Interim Report

November 9, 2009
End of 1st Quarter

November 18, 2009
Report Cards Issued

2nd Quarter

January 4, 2010
School-wide Interim Report

January 28, 2010
End of 2nd Quarter

February 5, 2010
Report Cards Issued

3rd Quarter

March 12, 2010
School-wide Interim Report

April 2, 2010
End of 3rd Quarter

April 19, 2010
Report Cards Issued

4th Quarter

May 24, 2010
School-wide Interim Report

June 17, 2010
End of 4th Quarter

June 24, 2010
Report Cards Mailed

*Dates are tentative and subject to change

	Team Conference Availability

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

10:45 – 11:15 am


	


Islander Policies and Procedures

Team Goals

· To recognize students regularly for their accomplishments through Character Counts, Student of the Month, Hawk Heroes, and AR Point Competitions
· To promote connectedness through team-building activities
· To increase reading scores one grade level by integrating literacy activities into all core classes
· To ensure that every student masters core content

· To promote character development and an appreciation of diversity among peers

Student Expectations

All students are expected to respect the learning environment and follow all school, team, and class rules. Students who fulfill these expectations will be rewarded with self-satisfaction, a pleasurable and meaningful educational experience, possible treats, privileges, team activities, and positive notes and calls home. Any student choosing not to fulfill these expectations may receive any of the following behavioral interventions (not necessarily listed in sequential order):

· Verbal warnings 

· Parent contact (phone/email/detention note/other written notice)
· Loss of privileges

· Team conference with student

· Team conference with parent

· Before or after school detention

· Office referrals 

The Islanders' team teachers have adopted a 3-strikes policy to promote positive classroom behavior. The first strike will be used as an initial warning of inappropriate behavior, the second strike will indicate a second warning, and the third strike will warrant before or after-school detention. In certain instances, the strike system may be bypassed and alternate behavioral interventions may be applied.

Parents are notified of detentions through a note sent home with the student. Should a student fail to secure the proper parent signature prior to the assigned detention, an administrative referral will be sent and intervention will occur at the administrative level. Detentions must be served before or after school, and transportation is required.

Tardiness

Students must be in their seat when the bell rings to avoid being marked tardy. A student is issued a “strike” if they arrive to class late. Should a student accumulate three tardies in one quarter (9 weeks), the student will be issued a team detention. Additional incidents of tardiness following the detention will result in referral to administration. 
Absences

Attendance is critical to academic success. Please make every effort to schedule student appointments during non-instructional time. When a student must be absent, the student must submit an absentee note to the homeroom teacher within 2 weeks (preferably as soon as possible) in order to have the absence excused. Please be sure to include the student’s first and last name, date of absence, reason for absence, and your signature. Per the Chesapeake Public School Board Policy, vacations or family trips will be documented as unexcused absences. 

Planners

Students are required to bring their planners to all classes every day. Students will be required to write homework assignments in their HMS student planners on a daily basis. Students will bring the planners to student/teacher/parent conferences. They will serve as hall passes to go to the restroom, office, library, etc. Parents are asked to check the planner and use it as a tool for communication. Planners will be given to the students at no cost (thanks to the PTA). Replacement planners will cost $7.00. 

***Students may not borrow planners from other students nor are they permitted to remove pages from the planner. Islander teachers reserve the right to revoke pass privileges if planner is deliberately damaged in any way (i.e., torn or folded pages). If a student’s planner is damaged, he/she will be required to purchase a new one. 

Team Core Warm-Up Binder

To assist students with organization and to minimize confusion, students are asked to maintain one binder divided into four sections in which daily warm-up exercises will be completed in each core class. It is imperative that students bring this binder with them to each core bell.


Homework

Homework is an essential part of the learning process, as it reinforces classroom learning and supports long-term processing.  Homework will count toward the overall course grade in each course. Homework is due at the beginning of the class on the assigned due date. A grace period of one day will be permitted with a 50% reduction in grade. 

Late Work

Late work is defined as any work not submitted when the assignment is checked or collected. Students will not be permitted to return to their lockers to retrieve assignments. Major assignment grades will be lowered by one letter grade each school day the assignment is submitted late. Homework will only be accepted for credit one school day after the original due date. 

Cheating

Cheating is a serious academic offense. Students caught cheating will receive a zero on the assignment and will not be permitted to make-up or redo the assignment. Also, all incidents of cheating will be reported to administration and will be reported on the student’s permanent discipline record, in accordance with school policy.

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:

· copying homework

· allowing another student to copy your completed homework

· asking for answers from another student during an assessment

· looking on another student’s paper during an assessment

· sharing a notebook during a notebook assessment

· plagiarism

· using a “cheat sheet” or writing possible test answers on your body

· sharing a calculator


Chesapeake Public Schools Grading Scale

A
94 - 100

B
86 - 93

C
78 - 85

D
70 - 77

E
0 - 69

Make-up Work

If a student has been absent, the homeroom teacher will provide the student with a Helpful Hawk. This form documents what the student missed in each core bell during his or her absence. It is the student's responsibility to ask for and complete all work missed when absent. According to Chesapeake Public School Policy, all assigned work must be turned in within three days after an excused absence unless extenuating circumstances apply. If there is an extended absence (more than three days), please allow teachers 24 hours notice to gather work. In cases when work has been requested and supplied by the teacher, it will be due the day the student returns to school. 

Lockers

Homeroom teachers will assign lockers to each student. Student access to lockers throughout the day is limited to designated times. Students should not expect to be sent to their lockers to retrieve materials during class time. Student bags must be able to fit in their lockers (rolling bags will not fit). Students are responsible for maintaining and securing their lockers. They are not to share their lockers or combinations with other students. Students are responsible for their locks throughout the school year. If a lock is lost, the student must pay $5.00 for the lock before receiving a new one. Money for the lost lock and the obtaining of the new lock will be handled through the homeroom teacher, not the office.

Bags/Backpacks

Due to classroom space limitations and safety concerns, large backpacks are not permitted in the classroom. However, students may use small sling bags or tote bags to carry books and supplies to and from classes. 

Off-Limits Area

Students are to use the paved rectangular pathway that surrounds the portable area to travel to and from classes. Students are not permitted between the first and second row of portable classrooms at any time. 

Homeroom

When students arrive at school, they must report directly to homeroom. Students may not go to their lockers or to other locations in the building without permission and a pass from the homeroom teacher. Students may use homeroom time to talk quietly, to get assistance from their teachers, to get ahead on schoolwork, or to get organized for the day.

Beverages/Snacks

Students may not consume food or beverages in the hallways at any time. Any beverages carried to school by a student must be in a sealed container. Students should not carry coffee or drinks into the building that are not in sealed cans or bottles. 

Because students will not be eating lunch until after 1 pm, Islander students are permitted to bring a small snack to be consumed during their second bell, provided they are on team. Students who are off team should consult with their individual teacher. Please consider sending healthy snacks and items that will not cause class disruptions. 

Students may bring water to drink during core classes. Other beverages are not permitted in the classrooms. 

Field Trips

Curriculum-related field trips may be taken throughout the school year. Students may not be excluded from any type of field trip without permission from the principal or the appropriate administrator. Students who choose not to attend a field trip will be provided with classwork to complete. Should a student choose to stay home in place of going on the field trip, the absence will be unexcused. 

Parent Volunteers

We welcome parent volunteers for field trips, special class activities, and other school-related events. It is necessary to submit a list of parent volunteers to administration two weeks prior to each event. Please keep this in mind as you consider sharing your time with our team throughout the year. 

Physical Science

Mr. Moyer's Class Expectations

The first semester of physical science will cover chemistry. The second semester is an introduction to physics.

Please bring the following materials to class every day:

1. Pencil with eraser

2. Paper

3. Assignments/homework

4. Class binder/notebook

5. Planner

6. Calculator (optional)

Class rules:

1. Treat others the way you want to be treated.

2. Please keep all electronic devices at home/off.

3. Hickory Middle School will not tolerate any form of bullying/hazing!!

4. Please see the Islander team handbook for additional classroom rules. 

Grades:

1. Tests are 35% of the grade. There will be 3-4 tests per nine weeks. One these tests will consist of practice SOL questions. These questions are written down every day at the beginning of class. Students may use this notebook on the SOL practice test. Students will know about all tests approximately one week prior to the test. 

2. Quizzes are 15% of the grade. Quizzes are designed to monitor student progress during a unit.


3. Homework/Classwork assignments are 20% of the grade. Homework and classwork that are entirely completed with effort will receive a 100%. Work that is one day late may be turned in the next day for a 50%. Any assignment that is more than one day late will not be accepted. 


4. Labs are 20% of the grade. Labs are a privilege. Any student not following lab safety rules will be removed from the lab and have an alternate assignment to complete. Labs are graded like homework and classwork.


5. Projects are 10% of the grade. Students will have 1-2 projects per nine weeks. Projects turned in late will receive a 10% deduction per day. 

Please ask questions - I am here to help.
Mathematics

Dr. Collier

Pre-Algebra

The eighth grade mathematics curriculum is designed to prepare students for Algebra I. New concepts will include solving multi-step equations and inequalities, identifying and representing Algebraic functions, applying transformations to geometric figures, and using matrices to organize and interpret data. Additionally, we will investigate the relationship between fractions, decimals, and percents, explore various graphing techniques, and revisit perimeter, area, surface area, and volume. 

Algebra I

Following a thorough review of variables, expressions, order of operations, and solving equations, Algebra I students will graph linear equations, determine and investigate slope, solve systems of equations, manipulate polynomials, factor quadratic equations, and explore quadratic/parabolic functions. Emphasis will be placed on the mathematical properties and real-life application of Algebraic concepts.
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Grading Policy

Unit Tests


30%
Skill Quizzes


20%

Notebook


20%

Classwork/ SOL Review Activities

20%

Homework


10%

Tests (30%)

Tests will always be announced and students will receive a thorough review prior to administration of the test. Tests will include vocabulary, problem solving, skill assessment, and other non-traditional types of questions. Students should use class notes, homework, and review sheets to study for tests. 

Quarterly projects will be assigned, which incorporate classroom concepts presently being studied and practical application of such concepts. Project specification sheets will be sent home with explicit instructions at least two weeks before the project is due. Each project will count as one test grade. 

Skill Quizzes (20%)

Daily warm-up skill exercises will emphasize cumulative review of essential mathematics knowledge. Skill quizzes will be given on material covered during the daily warm-ups. Skill quizzes occur every Friday (exceptions may apply when Friday holidays occur or when other scheduling adjustments are necessary). Additional quizzes on current lessons may be given throughout the term. Other quizzes may be announced or unannounced. 

Notebook (20%)

Students are expected to maintain a well-organized, legible notebook that can be used for study and reference throughout the year. Each quarter students are requested to commence a new spiral-bound notebook. During class, students will label, number, and lay out the entire notebook. The notebook will be used daily for class notes and homework. Periodic notebook checks will occur to ensure that students are keeping up with their notebooks. The checks are conducted through a notebook quiz where students must refer to various sections of the notebook to find correct answers. It is essential that students promptly complete makeup work upon any absences to ensure that they are always prepared in the event of a notebook check. 

Classwork/ SOL Review Activities/ Participation/ Preparedness (20%)

Periodically, students will be given an assignment to complete during the class session. The benefit of classwork is that students are able to practice important skills and concepts while the teacher is present to answer questions. All classwork will be graded for accuracy and completeness. Classwork must be submitted prior to the end of the bell.

Students will be given mixed review SOL worksheets throughout the year to help them prepare for the SOL Exam. These exercises will be graded for accuracy.  

Students are expected to participate in class by answering questions, asking questions, and collaborating with group members. Participation credit will be awarded each quarter.

[image: image8.wmf]Students must come to class prepared every day. Occasional materials’ checks will occur to determine if students are meeting the expectation of preparedness. Students must bring the following items to class every day:


· Planner

· Notebook

· Warm-up Binder
· Pencil(s), Pen(s), Glue Stick(s)

· Calculator (school issued)

· Workbook (as applicable)

Homework (10%)

Homework is an extension of the work done in class. All homework must be completed in pencil and work must be shown. Homework will be corrected daily in class. Each student is expected to complete all assignments on time. While I understand that you may occasionally get stumped on a homework problem, I expect you to make your best attempt at each assigned problem.

U.S. History

Mr. Hugh Dawson

Course Syllabus

Course Objective:  To introduce students to the story, the trials, and the triumphs of American history.  Students will explore and respond to history through various resources in the humanities, particularly literature which will parallel periods of American history.

Emphasis will be on the relationship between history and literature, especially how

literature reflects and interprets history.  The course will include outside readings, primary sources, and hands-on participatory activities, as well as textbook work.  

Structure:  The class will be focused on the linear progression of American history.  Students will be challenged and exposed to the following themes:


Geography and Skills


Turmoil and Change: 1890-1945


Physical Features



Spanish American War


Transportation, natural resources

Great Migration


Locating and identifying the 50 states 

Harlem Renaissance


(USII SOL 1,2)




(USII SOL 3,4,5,6)


Reshaping the Nation,


United States since World War II


Emergence of Modern America

U.S. as Superpower


Westward Expansion



Wartime to Peacetime


Inventions




Civil Rights


Big Business




(USII SOL 6,7,8)


(US SOL 3)

Requested Supplies:  Students will be asked to bring the following supplies:


-Spiral Notebook, one per 9 weeks


-Colored pencils


-Scissors


-Glue sticks, 8


-Highlighter


-Pencil or pen, daily

Grading:  History grades will be averaged using the following weights:

Tests: 30%

Tests will be administered periodically and will normally mark the end of an instructional unit.  Information will be assessed through SOL type questions.  All tests will be announced in advance.

Quizzes: 20%

Quizzes will be given several times a grading period.  Quizzes consist of Vocabulary, Notebook, and Section Assessments.  Quizzes will normally directly reflect the previous 3 or 4 days of instruction, classwork, and homework assignments.

Interactive Notebook: 15%

The notebooks are an essential tool to the class.  The notebooks will contain notes and worksheets used throughout the unit and will be used everyday.  Students will use the notebooks for studying for quizzes, tests, and helping with projects.  Notebooks will need to be complete by the end of the unit to receive full credit.  The notebooks will be graded on completion, organized, and neatness on completion as well as notebook checks throughout each nine-weeks.
Projects: 15%

Students will be assigned at least one project each nine-weeks.  Specific instructions and guidance will be provided for each project.  I will be more than happy to help the students create ideas and use those ideas to create a complete project.  

Classwork:  10%
Classwork consists of work completed in the classroom.  Participation as well coming to class prepared will be combined for a classwork grade.

Homework:  10%
Homework consists of assignments performed outside the classroom.  Many times a certain activity or assignment we start in class will carry over as homework since our time each day is limited.  Homework checks based on the previous night’s assignment are given almost everyday.

Classroom Philosophy

All students are encouraged to express their opinions during classroom discussions.  In order for each student to have this opportunity, it is imperative that all classroom members display a high level of respect and consideration.  It is every student’s responsibility to treat everyone and their opinions with tolerance and respect at all times, even if you do not agree with them.  This classroom is a safe learning environment that fosters intellectual experimentation and growth.  Any behavior that jeopardizes that atmosphere will not be tolerated.

Parent-Teacher Communications:
I will be communicating with you as necessary throughout the school year.  Daily communications will occur via our students’ Daily Planner as well as emails/phone calls.  Please use the students’ planners or emails to contact me with any questions or concerns.  

English 

- Chiaki Ubel
Curriculum: 

The eighth grade English curriculum is broad, encompassing all genres:  short story, drama, nonfiction, poetry, and novel; all types of writing:  narrative, persuasive, descriptive, and expository; and many aspects of grammar, both to be reviewed and introduced.  Public speaking as well as a research project will be part of the curriculum.  This curriculum ,  a building block for ninth grade English, will be tested with both a Writing SOL,  usually taken in March, and a Reading, Literature, and Research SOL, usually taken in June.

Daily Supplies:  Needed:   Students must come prepared to class everyday. 

· Planner

· 5 subject notebook (Five Star works best)

· Composition Notebook (For journal writing)
· Warm-up Binder
· [image: image1.png]


Red pen(s)

· Pencil(s)

· Highlighters

· Glue sticks

· Scissors

Grading Policy:  The grading policy for work in English classroom will be divided as follows:

· Assessments 


30%

· Journal


25%

· Classwork


25%

· Homework


10%

· Independent Reading
10%     

Assessments (30%):

Assessments will include tests, quizzes, projects, and final drafts of writing assignments.  No test will be given without notice and a *POS will be required as a HW grade. 

*POS – A Proof a Study is a parent/legal guardian’s signature in the student’s notebook on their POS page agreeing that the student studied for a quiz/test.  It is the student’s responsibility to study with parent support get their POS page signed.  If the student does not get a POS signed, a “0” will be given and cannot be made up.  POS are assigned a week in advance and count as a HW assignment.  

If a student is absent the day a quiz or test is taken, he or she is expected to make it up in a timely fashion.  If a student fails to turn in a project or writing assignment on time, the student’s grade will be reduced 10 points each day it is late.

Journal (25%)[image: image2.wmf]
Students will be practicing different types of writing throughout the year in their journals.  Students will be expected to write in their journals everyday (specific guidelines and expectations will be given in class).  Students will be given some class time, but may need to finish their journal at home.  Journals should be brought to class each day and should be complete and ready to be graded at any time.  Journals will be graded twice a quarter and the two grades averaged for a final grade.   If use correctly, this one journal  should last all year.  

Classwork (25%):

Classwork is any assignment completed in class.  After a new concept is introduced,  a practice assignment will be given to check for understanding.  After the practice assignment, a graded assignment is given that counts as a classwork grade. 

Homework (10%):
Homework is an extension of materials covered in class.  Homework assignments are to be copied down in their agenda every day.  There are no set days for homework in English class, and the amount of homework will fluctuate with what is being studied.  Do expect your child to READ and finish any unfinished journal entries.

[image: image3.wmf]Independent Reading (10%):

Students will be responsible for bringing a reading book to class EVERYDAY to read silently.  On assigned reading days, students will receive credit for bringing a book and reading it during the allotted time. Students will also be expected to read each night for 15 - 20 minutes and keep a weekly Reading Log.  This reading log will be collected every Friday for a grade.






