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Meet the Soaring Star Teachers
[image: image7.wmf]Mrs. Beth Deir

deirbsg@cps.k12.va.us  

Science, Team Leader  

Mr.  Jon Winslow

winslajo@cps.k12.va.us 
 
Math
Mrs. Claudia Gibson
gibsocmc@cps.k12.va.us

History

Mrs. Myra Eudy

eudymad@cps.k12.va.us    
English  


Ms. Adrienne Hagans
haganayv@cps.k12.va.us

Resource

Ways to Help Parents Stay Informed

 

Students are more successful when their parents/guardians are involved in their education.  We encourage you to discuss the school day with your child, check the planner daily for assignments and upcoming events, and most importantly check each of the team teachers’ Ed Line web pages weekly. 
Policies, Procedures, and Expectations

Absences & Tardies
Once a child has accrued five unexcused absences, parents will be contacted via telephone.  When the sixth unexcused absence has occurred, the matter will be forwarded to administrators.   Family vacations are no longer considered excused absences.  When a child has accumulated seven unexcused absences, the matter will be forwarded to the Chesapeake City Court System.   Similarly, once a child has accrued an excessive amount of unexcused tardies, a course of action will be initiated, and the matter will be forwarded to the Chesapeake City Court System.
Backpacks
Due to limited classroom space, students will not be permitted to bring backpacks, cinch bags, messenger bags, etc., into the core classrooms during instructional time. 

[image: image8.wmf]Cell Phones

All cell phones must be turned off and secured in student’s locker during homeroom.  Please review school policy in handbook. 

Cheating
Cheating includes, but is not limited to the following:
1. Giving or asking for any questions or answers on a test or quiz given in another class.
2. Looking at another student's paper during an assignment (or letting someone look at your paper).

3.  Communicating, in the form of talking, gesturing, or writing, during a quiz or test.
4.  Having information where it can be used while taking a test or quiz.

5.  Using or submitting work that is not your own (plagiarism). 

6. Copying answers from another student’s homework assignment or allowing the work to be copied.
[image: image9.wmf]If students are caught cheating, they will be assigned a zero for that assignment, and will not be allowed to make up the work.  Parents will be notified of the incident.
Discipline Plan (Consequences) 
When students misbehave or are frequently off task, they have consequences.  A discipline matrix follows:[image: image1.png]



1. If a student exhibits behavior that concerns the teacher, the teacher will speak to the student quietly in the classroom or ask student to step outside to discuss reason for behavior and consequences. 

2. After the two warnings and no improvements have been noted, the teacher will contact the parent via note or phone call.  Before or after school detention may be assigned. 
3. If the behavior does not improve, a parent-teacher-student conference may be requested. 

4. When all other methods to modify the behavior have failed, the student will be referred to the office.   (First referral may result in a warning, ISS, or OSS.  Subsequent referrals will result in ISS or OSS.)
Teachers will keep track of warnings, detentions, parent notes, and phone calls, and they will be documented in team minutes.    

Dress Code
Students must follow guidelines implemented in the student agenda and handbook.  Issues of fashion safety and decency will be referred to the office.   
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Ed Line

Ed Line (www.edline.net) contains information essential for each of the core classes (EX: calendar of quizzes and tests, helpful study websites, etc.).  Teachers will post helpful information, as well as current grades for student assignments, on a weekly basis.  Information is updated after noon every Wednesday.
Extra Credit

Extra credit assignments are given at the discretion of the teacher; not all teachers offer such assignments.  Extra credit can be earned through bonus questions on certain assignments. 

Field Trips

Because of budget cuts, the final plans for field trips have not been completed.  We will share information when it becomes available.  For the safety of our students, the administrators must approve all adult chaperones.

[image: image11.wmf]Food in the Classroom

Food, which includes gum and candy, is not to be eaten in the classroom.  If, however, a teacher offers food as a reward, it may be eaten only in that classroom.

Homework
[image: image12.wmf]Completed homework is due on the day specified by the teacher.  If homework is left in a locker, students will not be allowed to retrieve it; valuable class time is not lost.  If a homework assignment is not turned in on time, the student may lose points.  In some cases, late homework is not accepted (see specific subject area).  Even if not completed on time, students should complete all homework assignments in order to prepare for notebook quizzes and mastery tests. 

Incentive Plan (Rewards)
[image: image13.wmf]The team uses a system of rewards and consequences.  Students will earn rewards from teachers for a variety of things: completing homework assignments, returning required paperwork promptly, following team or teacher directions, demonstrating citizenship, good behavior, attempting to improve behavior, etc.  The type of reward will vary.  

Internet Usage

On occasion, students will be asked to use the internet for research, content based activities, and test reviews. Students are expected to follow the Chesapeake Public Schools Acceptable Use Policy for any online activity related to any course.  
ISS (In School Suspension)

Students who have been assigned ISS will be given appropriate work, provided by the student’s teachers, to be completed while in ISS.  The ISS teacher will then forward the completed work to the student’s teachers.

Late Work
A late paper is one that is not turned in when the assignment is checked or collected.  Students will not be allowed to return to their lockers to retrieve homework assignments.  A general rule is ten points are taken for each day the assignment is late.  If answers are revealed before the assignment is turned in, the highest possible grade is 75.  Certain assignments will not be accepted late (see specific subject areas).
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Letters from Home

If a student has a note from home it must be delivered to the teacher during homeroom.  Such letters may include excuse notes for absences or bus notes.

Lockers
[image: image15.wmf]Locker breaks will be scheduled so students will not need to go to their lockers during instructional time.  Lockers are school property and should not be written on or defaced with stickers.   

Leaving the Classroom

If a student must leave the classroom during instructional time, he or she must have a signed pass in the school planner.

Make-up Work
After an absence, it is the student's responsibility to get assignments in each core class, to complete the assignment and to turn it in within three school days.  Major assignments that were announced in advance will be due the day a student returns to school or they will be considered late.  Any student who is absent on the day of a previously announced quiz/test must take the quiz/test in class the day he/she returns to school.  Extended absences due to illness will be handled on an individual basis. 

Materials Needed

See school for details on school-wide materials list.
Parent Conferences
Teachers are unable to meet with parents during the instructional portion of the day unless prior arrangements have been made.  If you would like to schedule a conference, please call the school at 421-0468 several days in advance or send an e-mail message.  Teachers may also request parent conferences if the team has student concerns.  Conferences are held at 9:05AM on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
[image: image16.wmf]
Parties

At least twice during the school year our team will have parties, usually one before the winter holiday, and the other at end of year.  Information will be sent home at least one week prior.  For the safety of our students, the administrators must approve all adult volunteers.

Planners
[image: image17.wmf]Students are expected to use the school planner for recording homework, as a hall and clinic pass, and reviewing school policies.  Parents are encouraged to review their child's planner and homework each night.  Teachers will check students’ planners and may provide incentives for correct usage (rewards, extra credit on tests, etc.).  The school will also provide incentives for students.  Please review the handbook section of the planner to become familiar with school policies.
The first planner will be provided, at no cost, on the student’s first day of school.  Replacement planners will need to be purchased at a cost of $7.    
 

Restroom Breaks

[image: image18.wmf]One structured restroom break is taken after lunch.  If a student needs to use the restroom during class, he or she must have the teacher’s permission.  

Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs)
Teachers will provide ample opportunities for students to master the Virginia Standards of Learning.  It is the student's responsibility to take advantage of this learning opportunity to enable each to be successful on the appropriate SOL test.  Each core teacher will issue a copy of SOLs in his or her subject area.  Parents can obtain additional copies of the Virginia SOLs from the office.

Virginia SOL Tests

[image: image19.wmf]All seventh graders participate in state-wide SOL assessments in the subjects of History, Math, and English.  At this time, there is no state-wide SOL test for Life Science.  These are computer-based tests.
English
[image: image20.wmf]During each nine weeks, the students will discuss various forms of literature, review grammar and punctuation rules, and write compositions. Our SOLs will cover skills for oral language as well as reading and writing skills.  

Students will be required to complete all work in pencil.  Specific directions will be given on whether work will be completed in notebook or on paper.  Please check the planner daily for homework assignments.
The overall grade for each nine weeks will be obtained from an average grade for each category: 
TESTS (30%)


QUIZZES (20%)
 

CLASSWORK (25%)
HOMEWORK (10%)

NOTEBOOK/ACTIVITIES (15%)
Math

[image: image21.png]


Math 7 topics to be covered include problem solving, decimals, statistics, fractions, percents, integers, equations, probability, geometric concepts, and basic algebraic operations.  

Pre-Algebra topics to be covered include algebraic equations and inequalities, integers, ratio and proportion, statistics, geometric concepts, patterns and functions. 

Grading Information:
QUIZ ( 20 %):   Quizzes will be assigned for every section of content covered.

TESTS ( 30 % ):  At least two tests will be given each quarter.  Projects may be assigned for a test grade and will be given to students one month before the project due date.  Students will have at least one week advanced notice of an upcoming test.   

HOMEWORK ( 10 % ):  Additional practice at home is essential for comprehension and mastery of mathematical concepts.   Homework will be assigned almost every night, but will be checked daily.  Assessment will be based on effort, and completion of assignment.  Students who do not show work will receive no credit.    

DAILY CLASS WORK ( 40 % ):  Class work assignments will be given every day.  These assignments will be periodically collected for a grade.  Assessment will be based on correct answers.   Students who do not show work will have points deducted.  All work must be completed in pencil so that mistakes can be easily corrected. 

Science
[image: image22.wmf][image: image3.png]


Topics to be covered include use of the metric system, characteristics and needs of living things, cells, life processes, heredity and adaptation, 6-kingdom classification, evolution, ecology, and conservation.   

Written homework is given 1-2 nights each week.  On nights where no written homework is given, students should review vocabulary terms and their definitions.  

Announced quizzes and tests will be given on a regular basis, including notebook quizzes.  The notebook quiz requires students to have all of their papers (notes, homework, labs, etc.) in proper order in the science section of their binders.  One project will be assigned per quarter, and carries the weight of a test grade.  

If a student needs extra help with organizational skills or content information, I am available before and after school, as well as during homeroom.  Arrangements for extra help must be made in advance.  

 

The science grade is calculated using the following weights: 

Tests and Projects:  30%  



Homework:  10%




Quizzes:  20%  


Preparation (materials checks):  10%


Labs, Activities, & Class Work:  30% 

History


In this course, students will learn about American history from pre-Columbian times until 1877.  Students will analyze, interpret ideas, speeches, and maps, and sequence events.  Key subjects of study will include early European exploration, colonial settlement, the American Revolution, the Constitution, Westward Expansion, and the Civil War, as well as various other standards that comply with Virginia Standards of Learning objectives for seventh grade.  
GRADING:
TESTS (25%)  Tests will be announced at least three days in advance.   
QUIZ (25%) Quizzes will be announced and unannounced. 
ACTIVITIES (15%) Activities are assignments that take more than one day to complete, and may be completed in class or assigned for homework. 
HOMEWORK (10%)   Assignments will be checked for effort and completion.  Late homework is not accepted.

 
CLASSWORK (10%) Classwork will be checked for effort, completion, and accuracy.

HISTORY NOTEBOOK (15%)  Class work, notes, and homework will be kept organized in a single-subject, spiral notebook. (Students will begin a new notebook each nine weeks.)
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 Team Handbook Parents' Page
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Please review the Soaring Stars Team handbook via a link on the Edline website.  

Then return this completed page to your Soaring Stars homeroom teacher.
Student's Name: _____________________________________    Homeroom# _______  
Please check one:

By signing below you are indicating that you have read/understand this handbook.

We are unable to access the team handbook.  Please send a paper copy home.
 _________________________   


 _________________________

(Student Signature)      



(Parent Signature) 

	Mother’s Name: 
	Mother’s Work/Cell Phone #: 
	Mother’s Email:

	Father’s Name: 
	Father’s Work/Cell Phone #:
	Father’s Email:

	Home Phone #: 
	Emergency Contact and Phone #:

	Home Address:

	Bell Number
	Class
	Teacher’s Name

	1
	 
	 

	2
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 

	5
	 
	 

	6
	 
	 


1. Are you interested in being a homeroom parent?   



YES 
NO 

2.  Are you willing to help with team events such as parties or field trips?    
YES
NO
3.  Are you willing to contribute food or other items for special team events?      YES  
NO

4.  Please inform us of any health concerns your child has: ____________________________

5.  List any other concerns or questions you or your child may have:  ____________________
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