
IB History of the Americas  
Summer Assignment 2011 

Mrs. Cofield 
 

Welcome to “Big IB”!  The next two years will be busy, challenging, and rewarding in every sense.  Using good time 
management and spreading the work over several days or weeks (instead of procrastinating and then panicking at the 
last minute) will make it much easier on you as well as earning you a higher grade.   
 
The purpose of your summer assignments is to review you on early American history (the part you’ve gone over several 
times since you started kindergarten), which comprises the first six chapters of the textbook.  These chapters cover the 
period from Discovery and Colonization through the American Revolution and the writing of the Constitution.  You must 
read each chapter and take the corresponding 20-question chapter review quiz.  The answer sheet for the review 
quizzes is on the website as a Word document, so you should save it to your own computer or flash drive, record your 
answers on the sheet, save it again, and e-mail it to me as an attachment.  Be sure to put your name on your answer 
sheet, and send it to my school e-mail address, melissa.cofield@cpschools.com  My recommendation is that you also 
print out the quizzes (which are in PDF format), and record your answers on them, so that you will have a record for your 
notebook. 
 
FAQ 

1. Do I need a textbook to complete my HOA summer assignments? 
 

Yes!  Stop by my classroom, B-10 anytime between June 13 – 15 to pick one up.   
 

2. When are my HOA summer assignments due? 
 

All six chapters are due no later than Friday, August 19.  You must e-mail your completed answer sheet 
to me by midnight that day.  Remember that your e-mail will be date and time stamped, so I will know 
when you sent it.  If it is late, you will be penalized at the rate of one letter grade per day, weekends 
included. 

 
3. What if I am going to be out of town this summer? 

 
Lucky you!  Have a great time!  Your assignments are still due no later than August 19.  E-mail is 
available all over the world. 

 
4. Are you actually going to grade these things? 

 
Yes.  It is what I live for.  More importantly, this will be the first major grade on your first term of your 
junior year, so this is a golden opportunity to get the most important year of your high school career 
kicked off to a good start. 

 
5. How much is it worth? 

 
The entire assignment will be worth 120 points (one point per question), a little more than a test grade. 

 
6. Will I get the assignment returned to me? 

 
Yes.  On the first day of class.  Later that week, we will have an essay test on all 6 chapters. 

 
7. What if I don’t “get it” or need help? 

 
Call me.  I will be in and out of town all summer, but you can reach me on my cell phone at 757-714-6856, 
except for July 11 – 26, when I will be in Europe.  Leave your name and number if I don’t pick up, and I’ll 
get back to you ASAP.  

 
 
Have a great summer!  (I’m serious about this; you can have fun AND do your summer assignments!) 
 
Mrs. Cofield 
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