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January 1, 2010

Dear Parent / Guardian: 

Thank you for participating in our very successful H1N1 school clinic vaccine program.  By allowing your child to receive this vaccine, you have taken a large step in protecting them from developing this disease. 

As you are aware, it is recommended that children under the age of ten years of age receive a second dose of this vaccine which should be given at least four weeks after the first dose.  The Chesapeake Health Department is again working with the Chesapeake City School System to provide that second H1N1 flu shot to your child at his or her school.  If your child missed vaccination during our last visit to his or her school, we are offering you the opportunity to have them receive the first H1N1 vaccine during this second round of school based clinics, which will be held exclusively in the elementary, primary and intermediate schools.  

We will hold these vaccination clinics within the next few weeks.  Your child’s school will let you know the specific dates of this clinic.  In order for your child to receive the first or second H1N1 flu shot in a school clinic, it will be necessary for you to read the accompanying Vaccine Information Statement and the Notice of Privacy Practices.  Once you have reviewed this information you must complete all of the information in sections A through G of the Influenza Vaccination Consent Form, even if you already submitted this form for the initial dose.  THE QUESTIONS IN THE YELLOW BOXES IN SECTION C AND D ARE PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT FOR US IN DETERMINING THE STATUS OF YOUR CHILD’S READINESS TO RECEIVE THIS SHOT.  IF YOUR CHILD HAS ALREADY RECEIVED THE FIRST DOSE OF H1N1 VACCINE, IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU PROVIDE THE DATE OF THE FIRST VACCINATION IN SECTION C.  WE WILL ONLY BE GIVING THE H1N1 FLU SHOT IN THE SCHOOL; THEREFORE IT WILL ONLY BE NECESSARY TO COMPLETE QUESTIONS ONE THROUGH FOUR IN THE YELLOW BOX IN SECTION D OF THE CONSENT FORM.     Finally, please sign and date the yellow box in section E on the front of the form and section G on the back of the form to allow us to administer this vaccine to your child.  Vaccines will not be administered if both of these signatures are not present on the permission form. The form must then be returned to the school within two days of the time it is received by you. There will be no cost to you for this vaccine.
If you feel your child may be might be fearful of receiving a H1N1 flu shot, you are encouraged to be present when your child is scheduled to receive this vaccine.  We will have adults present to assist younger children; however, any child who is not able to reasonably sit still or cannot be given this injection safely will not be given this vaccine.    If this is the first dose of H1N1 vaccine for your child, you are advised to have them re-vaccinated four weeks after the initial dose at one of the numerous vaccine sites that will be available to offer this second dose vaccine.  The Health Department outpatient centers at Great Bridge and South Norfolk are now offering second doses during their regular immunization clinic hours.  We will not returning to schools to provide second doses in this case.
If you have any questions about the vaccine or the vaccination clinics, or if you would like to volunteer to assist in this initiative, please contact your school nurse or call the health department at 382-8697.

Sincerely,

Nancy M. Welch, MD, MHA, MBA, 

Health Director
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